i5S                             STORM  OVER  THE   LAND
headed for Washington, and only by a nod of fate as whimsical as a throw
of dice John C. Brcckiiiridgc failed to reach the White House.
Early"s men had legs and grit, could march thirty miles a day, and in
their stride toward Washington their commander collected 820,000 cash
at Hagerstown and from Frederick City, Maryland, which he threatened to
lay in ashes, came $200,000 more. The foot soldiers tore up twenty-four
miles of Baltimore & Ohio Railroad tracks, wrecked and burned mills,
workshops, factories, while Early's horsemen got as far as the environs of
Baltimore and fc'Unied the home of Governor Bradford of Maryland.
Turning their horses toward Washington, they reached Silver Spring and
in sight of the Capitol dome seized private papers, valuables, whisky, in the
home of Postmaster General Blair and then set the house afire.
"Baltimore is in great peril/ telegraphed a mayor's committee to President
Lincoln, asking for troops. From Philadelphia arrived a telegram that some
'assuring announcement* must come from Washington to quiet the public
mind. A Confederate army of 75,000 to 100,000 under Lee himself was
again footloose and aiming for a stranglehold on Washington, ran another
telegram that tumbled into Washington. To the Baltimore mayor's com-
mittee Lincoln wired: 1 have not a single soldier but whom is being disposed
by the military for the best protection of all. By latest accounts the enemy
is moving on Washington, They cannot fly to either place. Let us be vigi-
lant, but keep cool. I hope neither Baltimore nor Washington will be
sacked/
Wallace had marched troops out to Monocacy, fought a battle, and,
heavily outnumbered, was routed. His defeat delayed Early's army one day.
That one day, it was generally admitted, saved Washington from the dis-
grace of capture. At Point Lookout nearby were 17,000 Confederate
prisoners whom Lee hoped Early would free and arm. But Early didn't
find time. Every hour counted. His objective, as he later told of it, was
practically, the same as reported by a Union prisoner who escaped from
Earlyss men and informed the War Department: 'They claimed die object
of their raid was to get horses and provisions, that they did not expect to
take Washington and hold it, but thought they could raid through the city
and capture the President, if there, and draw Grant's forces from Petersburg.9
Raw troops and soldiers just out of hospital made up the 20,000 men
scraped together for manning the forts around Washington against Early,
who had cut all wires north and July nth marched his men on the Seventh
Street Road that would lead him straight to the offices, the arsenals, the gold
and silver, of the United States Government. Early halted his men just a
little over two miles from the Soldiers* Home, where Lincoln the night
before had gone to bed when a squad from the War Department arrived